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differences indeed which would scarcely be tolerated; or, if
silently tolerated, would receive no public and avowed sanction,
among any other body of men in this country united for reli-
gious purposes.

For example: Some Unitarians believe that Jesus Christ wrought
miracles; others reject as legendary those parts of the Bible
which record such " wonderful works," and yet claim to be " Chris-
tians ;" some pray to their God " through Christ;" others humbly
seek direct access to the spirit of their Holy Father, and in the
most solemn moments of their lives would be "alone with the
Alone;" some call themselves " Christian Theists," or simply
"Theists;" others cherish a firm faith that a special and peculiar
revelation of the will of Grod was made through an accredited and
supernaturally endowed " Messiah/'

But no ecclesiastical machinery exists among Unitarians, by
means of which any man can be excluded from church member-
ship because his intellectual convictions differ from those held by
his fellow worshippers.

In spite, however, of widely prevailing divergences of thought,,
certain distinctive and fundamental religious principles have won
acceptance, or, at least, have found a refuge and a home among
the worshippers in the Free Churches of England, principles to
which the name " Unitarian" is in ^comrnqm speech applied.
What these are I will attempt briefly and clearly to describe;
but it is necessary to premise that the Unitarians are charac-
terized by the method they employ to gain religious truth more
emphatically them by any system of doctrines whatever. To
discover religious truth they turn to Science and Humanity.

In the fixed and determined laws in changeless action among
sun, moon, and stars; within our own minds and hearts and
consciences, and in the conditions imposed upon their growth;
in the course of history, in which events are overruled for the
accomplishment of purposes unintended and unimagined by the
actors in its dramas, we meet the will which is not our will,
the authority which is not our authority, and have revealed to us
what is the pleasure and the determination, and to that extent
what is the character of the Supreme Power of powers. Man's
decrees have not determined the methods by which this earth,
the worlds around, and his own race have come into existence, or
established the laws in accordance with which they are actually
governed. Every scientific fact must therefore be accepted im-
plicitly as a Divine truth, and conversely any " creed " concerning
God which contradicts a single scientific fact must necessarily be
untrue.

The unfailing constancy of natural laws, with the resulting